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RESOLUTION 2006-2 SUPPORTING REDUCTIONS IN VEHICLE IDLING 

 
Approved September 14, 2006 

 
Whereas, asthma is a significant public health concern in Indiana as follows: 

• In 2005, an estimated 8.2% of Indiana adults currently have asthma;1 
• In 2005, an estimated 9.5% of Indiana children currently have asthma;2  
 

Whereas, asthma is a significant economic burden to our state and nation as follows: 
• The direct medical lifetime costs for a person with asthma are estimated to range from 

$50,000 to $220,000;3  
• In 2004, asthma was estimated to burden our nation with an 16.1 billion dollars in direct 

and indirect costs,4  
 
Whereas, the State of Indiana has adopted and is implementing a comprehensive plan to reduce 
the burden of asthma among Hoosiers;5 
 
Whereas, exhaust from gasoline- and diesel-powered vehicles contains pollutants that contribute 
to ozone formation, fine particle pollution, and variety of toxic or potentially toxic pollutants that 
can trigger an asthma attack;6 
 
Whereas, petroleum-based gasoline and diesel fuel are nonrenewable fuels and should be used 
wisely and not wasted; 
 
Whereas, vehicle idling generates emissions of carbon monoxide, particles, nitrogen oxides and 
toxic pollutants such as benzene; 
 
Whereas, vehicle idling often occurs in locations (e.g. drive-through windows, parking lots, 
school grounds, and shopping centers) where Hoosiers can be exposed to air pollutant emissions; 
 
Whereas, idling is not generally beneficial to a vehicle’s engine because it wears engine parts;7 
 
Whereas, idling for more than 30 seconds uses more fuel and emits more pollutants than turning 
a warm engine off and on again;8 
 
Whereas, idling times for locomotives and trucks are significant and are estimated in the range of 
38% to 60% of total engine operating time for locomotives9 and in the range of  30% to 40% of 
total engine operating time for trucks,10 
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Whereas, an average school bus uses ½ gallon of diesel fuel for each hour of idling and reducing 
idling by 30 minutes per day would save 45 gallons and $112.50 per bus per year (assuming a 
diesel fuel cost of $2.50/gal);11 
 
Whereas, vehicle exhaust in Indiana is a significant contributor to ground-level ozone and fine 
particulate matter, both of which can trigger an asthma attack; and  
 
Whereas Indiana is not in full compliance with federal air health standards for ozone and fine 
particles;12, 13  
 
Therefore, be it resolved that the Indiana Joint Asthma Coalition: 

 
Supports the reduction of unnecessary vehicle idling. 
 
Supports the adoption of “No Idle” zones at public, semi-public and private facilities where the 
public can be exposed to vehicle exhaust.  
 
Supports the adoption of idle reduction policies and programs14,15 by government agencies, 
businesses and other organizations for their employees.   
 
Supports broad education of the public about the health, environmental and economic impacts of 
idling and ways to reduce idling. 
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